Model Lesson Plan

	Course:  Social Studies
	Grade Level:  4th

	Key Concepts / Skills:  Reasons for exploration of North America and specifically Texas by Europe.

	PRIMARY TEKS:  4.2A , 4.2B 


	Objectives:  
(2)  History. The student understands the causes and effects of European exploration and colonization of Texas and North America. The student is expected to:

(A)  summarize motivations for European exploration and settlement of Texas, including economic opportunity, competition, and the desire for expansion;

(B)  identify the accomplishments and explain the impact of significant explorers, including Cabeza de Vaca; Francisco Coronado; and René Robert Cavelier, Sieur de la Salle, on the settlement of Texas;

	Materials/Resources:  
Technology Material

Smartboard with microphone

Projector

Sample of Vodcast—if available

2 Vodcast Smart notebook templates (included below)

SMART Board Recorder Directions (included below)
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Classroom Materials

Vodcast Explorers Summaries (included below)—1 per group

Vodcast Explorer Map Storyboard (included below)—1 per group

Vodcast Explorer map and note page (included below—legal paper)—1 per student

or Vodcast Explorer Map and Notepage I-Chart (included below—legal paper)—1 per student 

I-Chart—(included below)—1 per group

Color pencils—7 different if possible
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	Procedures:

	Thinking Level for Each Activity:

 
	· Focus: Tell students that the United States has decided to establish a colony on a planet.  Ask the students to brainstorm how they would decide which planet to live on and how they would gather that data if they knew nothing about any of the planets.
· Have students share their thoughts with a neighbor and then discuss as a class problems that they may run into.  During this time direct the students towards the need to explore the area to be settled.  Also bring in what could be reasons that the United States would want to establish a colony on another planet.  Bring in resources, prestige, right to make their own society “better”.  This will help connect the students with the idea of God, Gold and Glory later in the lesson.
· Activities: Day One
1. After completing the focus (10 minutes), explain to the students that they will be researching about reasons for exploration of Texas, the areas that European countries settled in, and who came to explore Texas and what they accomplished.
2. Have a student show where France, England, and Spain are on a map.  Direct the students to see that the 3 countries were close together and that they have limited space and climate to grow certain crops or minerals so exploration and colonization became important.
3. Divide the class into 6 groups.  Each group will be responsible for creating a 1-3 minute Vodcast about their topic.  The 6 groups are outlined below along with jobs for each group.
· Group 1—Reasons for Exploration
· Group 2—Areas of Settlement
· Group 3—Columbus
· Group 4—de Vaca
· Group 5—Coronado
· Group 6—de la Salle
Main job responsibilities in each group

· Director—responsible for making the storyboard and seeing that all required information is included.
· Narrator—reads the information to the computer during the Vodcast.
· Animator—responsible for moving and doing things on the Smartboard during the presentation.
· Producer—working Smartboard equipment, starting and stoping the recording, saving the recording by the correct name and to the correct location. 
· All students will assist in creating the script and in the research.  The animator role can be divided into multiple roles if it is necessary to have more then 4 students in a group.
4. Each group should receive their corresponding summary, a sample of the map or chart they would use, and I-chart and the directions for that summary.  The attachment is set to print so that each groups packet is compiled.  The Reasons for Settlement group receives a snapshot of their Notebook screen and not the Map so that they can see what they will be presenting on.

5. For the remainder of Day 1 the students will break into their group and read the summary and their textbook to complete the I-Chart.  Depending on how familiar students are with I-Charts it may be necessary to do a sample with the students.  An I-chart for the Smartboard is in the materials section or an overhead of an I-Chart can be made.
Day 2

1. Depending on how far along the students are in their research the teacher may want to do a shared writing activity with them using a sample I-Chart.

2. The director uses the story board to outline what will happen during their presentation.  The teacher should explain that they will only have one “slide” to work with and all information must fit on that slide.  Also student will need to write neatly so that other students can read their writing.
3. Students will use the remaining portion of the day to work on their scripts and practice their presentation.  Remind the Director that they need to be sure all required information is in their presentation.

Day 3—depending on the class day 3 may not be needed.

1. Students will use the bulk of this day to finish their storyboard and practice their presentations.  If possible to have a working Smartboard in the room the teacher may choose to allow students to rotate through to it so that they can practice on it before they actually record their presentation.

2. Teacher should use this time to spot check each groups presentation for accuracy and to be sure all required information is there.

3. Students should be told that they can use notecards since they won’t be seen on camera, only heard.

Day 4

1. Using the Smartboard and the SMART Recorder students will record and present their information.
2. Teacher may choose to have students record their presentation in front of the class or in a separate place so that students will only hear the information for the first time when they watch the Vodcast.

3. ITS can assist with this part but please refer to SMART Recorder directions for more detailed directions.

4. The most important part is being sure that the students save their Vodcast correctly.  If students will be viewing Vodcasts from other classes then you may want to include the teachers name in the title.  Below are the recommended titles.  The parts in BOLD would be the most necessary and the parts after would depend on what was to be done with the Vodcast.

Samples:  Name of presentation—School—Teacher/Grade/Subject/Class

· Reasons for Exploration—OLE—4th grade--PM
· Areas of Settlement—OLE—SS--AM
· Columbus—OLE—Smith—4th—SS—PM--FBISD
· de Vaca--OLE

· Coronado--OLE

· de la Salle--OLE

Day 5—in computer lab, workstations or as a whole group
1. Pass out the Explorer Maps and Note page. Explain to the students that the purpose of a Vodcast is to share information.  The teacher may choose between the simple Note page or the one with I-Charts.  If a campus uses the one with I-Charts then they will need to watch more then one Vodcast on each topic.
2. If in a computer lab direct students to the location of the Vodcasts and have the students watch the first Vodcast.  This is where a class may watch theirs or another schools depending on how the lesson was set up.  Then have them complete their information on their note page.

3. Have the students watch the rest of the Vodcast’s.  Have them watch the Vodcast straight though once then rewind to parts they don’t understand or watch and pause as they complete their notes.
4. Take care that students draw the routes on the maps correctly.  If they don’t have different colors then it may be necessary to walk students through how to use dotted and dashed lines to show the different routes.

5. After completion of Vodcast’s the class may want to review as a whole each cast to see if they are missing any information of their notes.

	Assessment Options :

Have students create a graphic organizer showing the accomplishments of each of the explorers and how they impacted the settlement of Texas.

Have students create a diary entry from the viewpoint of someone on one of the expeditions who has never sailed on a boat before.
Have students create a foldable showing the reasons for exploration of each of the three countries.

Extensions: 
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Texas Exploration
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#2 Areas of Settlement Vodcast—watch the “Areas of Settlement” Vodcast. Shade and label the map correctly.

		British Land:

		French Land:

		Spanish Land:





#3 Explorer Vodcast—Use the spaces below as a key for your map

		Rene de la Salle--

		Christopher Columbus--



		Cabeza de Vaca--

		Francisco Cornado--





#1 Reason for Exploration Vodcast—listen to the “Reasons for Exploration” Vodcast. Then fill in each section with information


		Topic:  Reasons for Exploration

		British

		French

		Spanish

		New Info/?
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#3 Explorers Vodcast—listen to each explorer’s Vodcast.  Then fill in each section with information about that explorer


		Topic: Accomplishments

		Columbus

		de Vaca

		Cornado

		de la Salle



		What We Know
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SMART Recorder Directions

To use the SMART Recorder you must have SMART Board Software installed.  It is a free download from www.smarttech.com. 



		Recording Using SMART Recorder

		



		1.  Click on Start  


2.  Click on Programs

3.  Click on SMART Board Software

4.  Click on SMART Recorder

This brings up the recording device.  It will need to be on top of whatever it is you will be recording.


The buttons work like a remote.  Look at the picture to the right to see what each does.
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		To Begin Recording

		



		1. Have the Recorder in the corner of the screen and in a place where it won’t interfere with your presentation.

2.  Click the RED record button to start recording.  Recording has started when the red button turns grey and the timer starts counting up.


3.  You will want to give 1-2 seconds of lead time before you begin your presentation.


4.  As you present anything that you do on the Smartboard screen will be captured in the movie.


5.  When you finish presenting give 2-3 seconds of time at the end before clicking the stop button.
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		Saving a Recording

		



		1.  As soon as you click the stop recording button the Save As screen will appear.


2.  Click on the Save In drop down menu and select the correct location where you are to save your movie clip.


3.  Change the name of the movie clip.  Be sure to follow the naming directions given by your teacher.
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Areas of Settlement and Explorers Storyboard Template

This is the map that you will use for your Smartboard presentation.  Use this page as a storyboard for your presentation.  Remember that this maps shows all of North American so be careful where you draw your routes. 
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Reasons for Exploration Storyboard Template


This is a screen shot from the background of your Vodcast.  During the presentation any of the symbols on the bottom can be dragged to a new column.  A new one will be created in its place.  You need to also be sure to label each of the columns correctly based on the flag.  Use this page as a storyboard for your presentation.
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Texas Exploration
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#2 Areas of Settlement Vodcast—watch the “Areas of Settlement” Vodcast. Shade and label the map correctly.

		British Land:

		French Land:

		Spanish Land:





#3 Explorer Vodcast—Use the spaces below as a key for your map

		Rene de la Salle--

		Christopher Columbus--



		Cabeza de Vaca--

		Francisco Cornado--





#1 Reason for Exploration Vodcast—listen to the “Reasons for Exploration” Vodcast. Then fill in each section with information


		British reasons for exploration:



		French reasons for exploration:



		Spanish reasons for exploration: 





#3 Explorers Vodcast—listen to each explorer’s Vodcast.  Then fill in each section with information about that explorer

		French explorer Rene de la Salle-



		Spanish explorer Christopher Columbus:



		Spanish explorer Cabeza de Vaca:



		Spanish explorer Francisco Coronado:
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Vodcast Reasons for Exploration Directions


Your group will be responsible for teaching the class about why European countries wanted to explore North America.    Follow these directions in order to insure that you don’t miss any steps.


1. Read about your reasons for exploration from the included summary and your textbook.  When you are done reading take a few minutes to discuss in you group what you just read.


2. The groups should then begin planning the presentation.  The Director should use the Storyboard to write things down.  The Animator and Narrator need to know the timing of their parts so that the presentation flows smoothly together.  If there are more then one Animator it should be noted on the script who will do which parts.


3. The presentation must include the following information and this information should appear on the screen somewhere.

a. What were the reasons the British explored for?

b. What were the reasons the French explored for?

c. What were the reasons the Spanish explored for?

Reasons for Exploration Information


The Spanish explored Texas for the following reasons:


1. God – to establish and spread the influence of the Catholic Church


2. Gold – to make money for Spain and for the individual conquistadors and explorers


3. Glory – to gain fame, power, and colonies for Spain and for individual conquistadors


French Reasons for Exploration


1. Power – They were trying to find a water route to the Orient and claim land for France.


2. Wealth – They were looking for gold and spices.  They found animal furs (mink, beaver).


English Reasons for Exploration


1. Power – They wanted to get more land and power for England, which needed room to expand and resources (raw materials) for industry.


2. Wealth – Although they first came looking for gold, they found wealth in crops such as tobacco, cotton and indigo, and in natural resources such as timber.


3. Religion – Great Britain used the new land in the Americas to allow religious “rebels” to leave England and worship as they saw fit.


Vodcast Areas of Settlement Directions


Your group will be responsible for teaching the class about where each of the European countries set up settlements or colonies.  Follow these directions in order to insure that you don’t miss any steps.


1.  Read about your countries from the included summary and your textbook.  When you are done reading take a few minutes to discuss in you group what you just read.


2.  The groups should then begin planning the presentation.  The Director should use the Storyboard to write things down.  The Animator and Narrator need to know the timing of their parts so that the presentation flows smoothly together.  If there are more then one Animator it should be noted on the script who will do which parts.


3. The presentation must include the following information and this information should appear on the screen somewhere.

a. Shade in the areas the British settled and the names of a few of the settlements.

b. Shade in the areas the Spanish settled and mention that they settled in Texas?

c. Shade in the areas the French settled and be sure to mention that the claimed the Mississippi River?

Areas of Settlement Information

Spanish Areas of Settlement


1. Caribbean Islands


2. In 1519 Cortez conquered Mexico and claimed all of that land for Spain.


3. From Mexico, the Spanish explored and claimed Central and South America (except Brazil); Florida and the Gulf Coast; Texas and the southwestern part of the United States all the way to California.


French Areas of Settlement


1. In the north along the St. Lawrence River


2. Along the Mississippi River


3. In Louisiana


English Areas of Settlement


1. Jamestown (1607) – It was the first permanent English settlement in the New World.  It was begun by a group of adventurers and fortune seekers in what became Virginia.


2. Plymouth Colony (1620) – The Pilgrims, a group of people seeking freedom to worship in their own way, sailed on a ship called the Mayflower and settled in Massachusetts Bay Colony.

3. The Thirteen Original Colonies – The colonies began with the Virginia colony in 1607.  These English colonies on the east coast of North America eventually became the thirteen original U.S. states after the American Revolution.

Vodcast Explorer Directions


Your group will be responsible for teaching the class about your explorer.  Follow these directions in order to insure that you don’t miss any steps.


1. Read about your explorer from the included summary and your textbook.  When you are done reading take a few minutes to discuss in you group what you just read.


2. The groups should then begin planning the presentation.  The Director should use the Storyboard to write things down.  The Animator and Narrator need to know the timing of their parts so that the presentation flows smoothly together.  If there are more then one Animator it should be noted on the script who will do which parts.


3. The presentation must include the following information and this information should appear on the screen somewhere.

a. What country did the explorer sail for?

b. How many trips did they take?

c. What were they searching for or what did they do?

d. Draw their route on the map.  

e. What was the greatest accomplishment of their expedition?

Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca: Explorer


Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca [Cabeza de Vaca means "head of a cow"] was a Spanish explorer who sailed to North America from Spain, leaving in 1527. 





The expedition of 250 to 300 men was led by a man called Narvaez. After surviving a hurricane near Cuba, the expedition landed on the west coast of Florida in April 1528, claiming the land for Spain. 


The stranded men made 5 rafts on which they sailed west, hoping to reach a Spanish settlement in Mexico. Three rafts sank, but the two surviving rafts (carrying 80 men) landed at Galveston Island. Narvaez did not survive. 


After a very cold winter with very little food, only 15 men survived.  By 1533, there were only four survivors, including Estevanico and Cabeza de Vaca. The men were enslaved by some Indian tribes along the way, and were helped by other tribes. de Vaca was the first European to see the bison, or American buffalo. 


The four men reached the Spanish settlement of Culiacan in early 1536 (8 years after being stranded in Florida). Later they reached Mexico City.

After serving as a Mexican governor, Cabeza de Vaca returned to Spain and published an account of his travels, noting the treatment of Indians by the Spanish. His writing encouraged many other Spanish expeditions to the Americas, including that of Francisco Vasquez de Coronado. 


In 1540, Cabeza de Vaca was appointed governor of a Spanish settlement. The settlers threw him out of office in 1545, and he was put on trial.   He was found guilty and died soon after.


Vodcast Explorer Directions


Your group will be responsible for teaching the class about your explorer.  Follow these directions in order to insure that you don’t miss any steps.


1. Read about your explorer from the included summary and your textbook.  When you are done reading take a few minutes to discuss in you group what you just read.


2. The groups should then begin planning the presentation.  The Director should use the Storyboard to write things down.  The Animator and Narrator need to know the timing of their parts so that the presentation flows smoothly together.  If there are more then one Animator it should be noted on the script who will do which parts.


3. The presentation must include the following information and this information should appear on the screen somewhere.


a. What country did the explorer sail for?

b. How many trips did they take?

c. What were they searching for or what did they do?

d. Draw their route on the map.  

e. What was the greatest accomplishment of their expedition?

Christopher Columbus: Explorer


Christopher Columbus was an Italian explorer who sailed across the Atlantic Ocean in 1492, hoping to find a route to India (in order to trade for spices). He made a total of four trips to the Caribbean and South America during the years [image: image1.png]Columbus' Route: 1452





1492-1504. 
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The First Trip:
Columbus sailed for King Ferdinand II and Queen Isabella of Spain. On his first trip, Columbus led an expedition with three ships, the Niña, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria and about 90 crew members. They set sail on Aug. 3, 1492 from Spain, and on October 11, 1492, spotted the Caribbean islands off southeastern North America. They landed on an island they called Guanahani, but Columbus later renamed it San Salvador. Columbus thought he had made it to Asia, and called this area the Indies, and called its inhabitants Indians. 


While exploring the islands in the area and looking for gold to loot, Columbus' men traveled to the islands of Hispaniola, Cuba, and many other smaller islands. Columbus returned to Spain in the Nina on March 15, 1493. 

The Second Trip:
On a second, larger expedition he sailed with 17 ships and 1,200 to 1,500 men to find gold and capture Indians as slaves in the Indies. Columbus established a base in Hispaniola and sailed along the length of southern Cuba. He spotted and named the island of Dominica. 


The Third Trip:
On a third expedition Columbus sailed farther south, to Trinidad and Venezuela Columbus was the first European since the Viking Leif Ericsson to set foot on the mainland of America. 


The Fourth Trip:
On his fourth and last expedition Columbus sailed to Mexico, Honduras and Panama and Jamaica. Columbus is buried in eastern Hispaniola (now called the Dominican Republic). 

Vodcast Explorer Directions


Your group will be responsible for teaching the class about your explorer.  Follow these directions in order to insure that you don’t miss any steps.


1. Read about your explorer from the included summary and your textbook.  When you are done reading take a few minutes to discuss in you group what you just read.


2. The groups should then begin planning the presentation.  The Director should use the Storyboard to write things down.  The Animator and Narrator need to know the timing of their parts so that the presentation flows smoothly together.  If there are more then one Animator it should be noted on the script who will do which parts.


3. The presentation must include the following information and this information should appear on the screen somewhere.

a. What country did the explorer sail for?

b. How many trips did they take?

c. What were they searching for or what did they do?

d. Draw their route on the map.  

e. What was the greatest accomplishment of their expedition?

Francisco Vasquez de Coronado: Explorer and Conquistador
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Francisco Vásquez de Coronado was a Spanish ruler, explorer and conquistador. He was the first European to explore North America's Southwest. 


Coronado was a governor of New Galicia, a western province of Mexico. He searched fruitlessly for treasure that was rumored to exist in northern Mexico: the fabled seven Golden Cities of Cibola. 

With a group of hundreds of Spaniards and enslaved natives, he traveled through what is now northern Mexico and the southwestern USA (including Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas). 

His expedition found only Zuñi, Hopi, and Pueblos, Native Americans who repelled Coronado when he demanded that they convert to Christianity. Coronado killed many Native Americans during this expedition. Since he did not find gold, silver, or other treasures, his expedition was branded a failure by Spanish leaders. 
[image: image4.png]





Vodcast Explorer Directions


Your group will be responsible for teaching the class about your explorer.  Follow these directions in order to insure that you don’t miss any steps.


1. Read about your explorer from the included summary and your textbook.  When you are done reading take a few minutes to discuss in you group what you just read.


2. The groups should then begin planning the presentation.  The Director should use the Storyboard to write things down.  The Animator and Narrator need to know the timing of their parts so that the presentation flows smoothly together.  If there are more then one Animator it should be noted on the script who will do which parts.


3. The presentation must include the following information and this information should appear on the screen somewhere.


a. What country did the explorer sail for?

b. How many trips did they take?

c. What were they searching for or what did they do?

d. Draw their route on the map.  

e. What was the greatest accomplishment of their expedition?

René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle: North American Explorer
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René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle was a French explorer. He was sent by King Louis XIV (14) to travel south from Canada and sail down the Mississippi River to the Gulf of Mexico. 

He was the first European to travel the length of the Mississippi River in 1682. His mission was to explore and establish fur-trade routes along the river. 

La Salle named the entire Mississippi basin Louisiana, in honor of the King, and claimed it for France.


He also explored Lake Michigan, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, and Lake Ontario. He tried to start a settlement in the southern Mississippi River Valley, but the venture ended in disaster. 


La Salle returned to France in 1683, but sailed to the New World again in 1684 with four ships, intending to start a colony in the Mississippi River Valley. The expedition mistakenly landed in Matagorda Bay, near what is now Houston, Texas. La Salle's men shot Indians who took supplies from the ship, making enemies of the local Indians. One ship returned to France with a disgruntled crew. 


The French expedition built a fort at the mouth of the Lavaca River, and explored the area. 20 men traveled up the Lavaca River, trying to locate the Mississippi River so they could follow it north. Most of the men in this expedition died, and the 8 survivors returned to the fort in October, 1686. On a second try, La Salle and 17 others set out.  Five of the men shot and killed La Salle on March 19, 1687. They left his body for the animals to eat. The rest of the expedition made it to Montreal in 1688, but those at the fort were killed by the Karankawa Indians. 


